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Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc invites you 
to help secure the inclusion of Romsey 
Ecotherapy Park’s distinctive site specific 
art installations as the next exciting 
stage in the Park’s evolution is realised. 
Your valued support will become part 
of Romsey’s heritage, leaving a legacy 
that matters for you, your family and the 
region.

The COVID-19 era has highlighted the compelling 

importance of such a place for nourishment of one’s 

physical and mental health at all stages of life. 

Now is the time to consolidate Romsey Ecotherapy 

Park’s regional significance as a truly nurturing and 

healing special place in nature. 

...and it needs your help!



Ten years ago, a group of Romsey region residents (later 
known as Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc) came together with 
an idea - a vision to transform a derelict historic school 
site into a special place to enhance health and wellness in 
nature for all ages and all abilities. Several years of lobbying 
local Council, many sausage sizzles and raffles ensued. 

Romsey Ecotherapy Park -
The Story so far...

Fast forward to 2020 and Romsey Ecotherapy Park is on the cusp of its 

most exciting development stage so far. Detailed design is underway for 

the Sensory Therapeutic, Arts Culture and Woodland Ramble Spaces.

Federal, State and Local Governments have been supportive and generous 

with funding support for the Romsey Ecotherapy Park project: 

• Australian Federal Government - Active Nature Space (2018)

• Victorian State Government – Climbing Forest (2019), Sensory 

Therapeutic Space (construction 2021)

• Macedon Ranges Shire Council (Active Nature Space 2018,  

Woodland Ramble plantings 2019, Arts Culture Space 2021)

This means that the critically important sensory gardens, water and sand 

play features, ephemeral (seasonal) billabong, outdoor events space and 

picnic facilities WILL commence construction in July 2021. 

HOWEVER, the Art in the Park is NOT fully 
funded…….And we now urgently 
NEED YOUR HELP to make it happen!



Exposure to art can mean better health.   
It can reduce stress and anxiety (Museums 
and Social Issues Vol.5 2010) and has been 
observed to increase empathy, tolerance and 
feelings of love (Education Next Vol. 14 No. 
1). Paul Cezanne (post impressionist painter) 
observed that “Art is a parallel harmony 
with Nature.” As such, all of the Art in the 
Park concepts are inspired by nature. They 
will be specifically created for the Romsey 
Ecotherapy Park by renowned artists to 
engage and soothe those who visit. 

The Art installations will distinguish the Park 
from all others in the region.

Why does Art in the 
Park matter?



“Art is contemplation. It is the pleasure 
of the mind which searches into nature, 
and which there divines the spirit of 
which nature herself is animated.”
Auguste Rodin, French sculptor (1840-1917)



Romsey Ecotherapy 
Park Inc will NOT 
achieve its vision  
without YOUR help. REP needs YOUR support to ensure these 

significant nature-inspired art elements of 
the Park are not removed due to financial 
constraints. The community’s independent 
funding of the art installations will ensure this 
does not occur. Designed to both stimulate 
and soothe the senses, the Art in the Park will 
consolidate Romsey Ecotherapy Park as a truly 
unique regional wellbeing and cultural asset 
for local community and visitors alike. This IS 
important.

Your valued support of this special place in nature is an 

opportunity for you to forge an ongoing connection to this 

historic site and the Romsey region.

But the timeline is tight. 

With construction due to commence in July 
2021, the vital artwork funding needs to be 
secured before detailed design is finalised in 
February 2021. 



As the community-based partner in this 
project since its inception nearly 11 years 
ago, Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc (REP) 
is passionately committed to ensuring 
this “special place in nature” realises the 
original vision of being a unique health and 
wellbeing destination in the region filled 
with beauty derived from nature and the art 
inspired by it. 

REP is providing an opportunity for YOU - philanthropists, 

descendents of the region’s founding families and the 

broader community - to invest in an ongoing connection 

through a tax-deductible and acknowledged gift to support 

the Art in the Park. 

A Special 
Opportunity...

Will you partner with REP to realise its 
vision for the Art in the Park and help put 
the cultural jewels in Romsey Ecotherapy 
Park’s crown?



The Art in the Park



Gentle flowing water and a regular chime 
sets a person into dreams of distant, magical 
places like that island in the middle of the 
lake. The sonorous chime of the bell also 
tunes into the ambient soundscape of the 
parkland, the call of birds, and the scent 
of plants, awakening one to nature’s fresh 
vitality in this garden landscape.  

Anton Hasell, the renowned sculptor responsible for 

Melbourne’s Federation Bells, has created a unique 

water and sound centrepiece for inclusion in the Sensory 

Therapeutic Space. The Romsey Water-Clock sculpture will 

stand 1.4m tall in the centre of the sensory labyrinth. It 

consists of a stainless-steel hexagon structure rising out of a 

self-contained pond. Capping this structure is a cast-bronze 

landscape containing a pool of water with a small island at 

its centre. The Romsey Water Clock will be a draw card focus 

that will engage, enchant and soothe.

‘The Romsey  
Water Clock’

FUNDRAISING TARGET $47000

ANTON HASELL000



‘The Romsey  
Water Clock’

Marking the entrance to the Romsey 
Ecotherapy Park, “Portal” will be visible 
from the road. The work, elegant rather 
than monumental, is situated near the Park’s 
north-west entrance. It will entice visitors 
as well as passers-by to explore the Park. 
Inspired by forms in nature, the work offers 
a connection between the infrastructure and 
the natural environment of the Park. 

Soft forms and warm tones will complement the historic 

school building’s brickwork providing the work with a 

presence of its own. “Portal” will announce one’s entry to 

the special place in nature that is Romsey Ecotherapy Park.

FUNDRAISING TARGET $13000

‘Portal’
BRIGIT HELLER000



The power of storytelling on imagination, 
emotional connection, personal catharsis 
and general wellbeing for all ages is well 
documented. It brings friends, families 
and generations together. Imagine, then, 
the value of an artisan crafted wooden 
“storytelling chair” under the canopy of 
the historic oak tree in Romsey Ecotherapy 
Park where storytellers of all ages can tell 
their tales (real and make-believe) to those 
listening and seated on mushroom-like 
wooden stools! 

Featuring carvings of local wildlife and books, the chair’s 

beauty as an interactive work of art will add to the 

impressive array of Art in the Park. 

FUNDRAISING TARGET $8000

‘The Story 
Telling Chair’

RICHARD YATES



‘The Story 
Telling Chair’

Standing at 2m on the Sensory Therapeutic 
Space lawn and forged from stone, steel 
and copper, “Cycles” is (at one level) a 
depiction of the annual cycle which occurs 
in every garden. It also represents the cycle 
experienced as we pass through life and 
engage with our surrounds. With different 
features on each face of the Macedon 
Ranges basalt stone base, copper and corten 
will interact with the basalt stone and 
oxidize over time to an orange brown and 
rich green patina respectively.

FUNDRAISING TARGET $15000

‘Cycles’
CHARLIE AQUILINA 



Chimes have a special place in garden design, one 
that is deeply felt in Asian cultures. The Harmonic 
Bell Tree brings this healing experience to Romsey. 
Sublime experiences of gentle rippling musical 
sound infuse mindful connections to a place and 
a time.  The 1.6m tall Harmonic Bell Tree features 
three parabolic harmonic bells in golden bronze 
standing one above the other on a galvanized 
steel post like a strangely beautiful abstract tree. 

Positioned in the middle of the Park’s Sensory Therapeutic Space, 

the three bells are tuned to sound the C-E-G chord when patted 

by hand in a humming, resonant peal.  Positioned at a height 

that makes touching the bells available to everyone, the bells 

reverberate with a long and slow decay into a special silence that 

can attune a person’s listening intensity and sensitivity. A Crimson 

Rosella in its bright plumage, cast in bronze at life scale, perches on 

the top bell, ready to take flight as the air fills with musical flair.

FUNDRAISING TARGET $25000

‘The Romsey 
Harmonic Bell Tree’

ANTON HASELL



‘The Romsey 
Harmonic Bell Tree’

Kinetic wind sculptures are mesmerising, 
almost meditative, pieces of nature-inspired 
art incorporating clever use of sculpted 
blades which, driven by wind, create 
numerous patterns. Visible from all areas 
of the Romsey Ecotherapy Park, Rudi Jass 
will create three 5m high sculptures to be 
positioned near the water and sand play 
areas of the Sensory Therapeutic Space. 

They will each be adapted to feature unique blade leaf 

design to reflect aspects of the Park. The “leaves” will 

change with light and shade. “Spring Leaves”, “Gingko 

Tree” and “Silver Leaves” can be viewed “in motion” on the 

following links:

https://vimeo.com/233441954  

https://vimeo.com/109987467 

https://vimeo.com/356580897

FUNDRAISING TARGET $48500

‘Spring Leaves’, ‘Gingko 
Tree’, ‘Silver Leaves’

RUDI JASS

https://vimeo.com/233441954
https://vimeo.com/109987467 
https://vimeo.com/356580897


The Meeting Place low totem and stone 
sculpture will be site specific with a visual 
and tactile reference to the region. Situated 
at a major pathway junction between the 
Active Nature, Arts Culture, Woodland 
Ramble and Sensory Therapeutic Spaces, the 
low stone totems will also function as seating 
within engaging story-based paving and 
shaded by a central specimen tree.

FUNDRAISING TARGET $30000

‘The Meeting Place’
GLENN ROMANIS



‘The Meeting Place’

The Artists



Anton Hasell
Mia-Mia sculptor Anton Hasell explores the use 
of both traditional and digital tools in the design 
of bells, interactive public-space installation, 
sculpture and printmaking. He is best known for 
the creation of the Federation Bells Carillon in 
Melbourne and for other public-space artworks 
in Australia, New Zealand and the USA.

Through his practice, Anton seeks insights into the mysterious 

and subliminal truths of the Australian landscape whose rhythms 

operate as a resonant and binding experience linking each of us 

to our country and to one another.

Inventing new forms, new sounds and joyful public sites to 

encourage communal playfulness and shared creativity has 

resulted in a body of work promising, in each iteration, to be the 

clearest and most succinct yet.

www.antonhassell.com

Brigit Heller
Macedon Ranges-based (Lancefield), Brigit 
was born in Switzerland and moved to New 
Zealand in 1997 to study design at Auckland 
University. In 1998/1999, she completed a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts at the Victorian College 
of the Arts in Melbourne. In 2015 Brigit 
completed a Masters of Visual Arts at Monash 
University.

A passionate artist and educator, Brigit is preoccupied with 

nature as well as our relationship with the natural world. 

Her creations are testimony to her interest in traditional 

crafts and techniques. Being acutely aware of the natural 

environment’s fragility and the importance to maintain a 

healthy balance between it and our lives, the concept of 

recycling, reusing and readapting materials plays a role in 

Brigit’s work. 

Brigit has held several solo exhibitions and shown her work 

in many group exhibitions around Australia. Her public 

artworks can be found around Victoria and Tasmania.

www.brigitheller.com

http://www.antonhassell.com
http://www.brigitheller.com


Richard Yates
Richard Yates is a woodcarving sculptor, based 
in Central Victoria. Richard was born and raised 
in Casper, Wyoming, USA and in 2002 moved 
to Australia. Looking for a hobby he dragged 
a fallen poplar tree into his shed and tried his 
hand at carving. What started as a hobby has 
developed into a passionate love of creating.

In 2005, Richard was diagnosed with leukemia and subsequently 

endured two bone marrow transplants. After a brush with such a 

life altering disease, Richard viewed life very differently

and he decided to never return to his ‘day’ job. With his ‘hidden’ 

talent he decided to pursue this new artistic path, built a studio 

and began creating.

Richard has created unique works in wood, metal 

and bronze which are exhibited in private 

collections, Parliament House Canberra and with 

the Royal Australian Navy sailing the seven seas.

www.richardyatessculptor.com

Charlie Aquilina
Macedon Ranges-based, Charlie works 
with steel, cold forming and forging, 
using natural forms as his inspiration. 
He is constantly pursuing his passion for 
creating and improving his skills. 

Charlie’s Romsey Ecotherapy Park sculpture concept 

combines his steel work with carving in stone - 

subtracting from one and adding to the other. 

Charlie was a feature artist in the “Art in the Vines” 

exhibition, and has exhibited at Bolobek Plant Lovers 

Fair and the Melbourne International Flower & Garden 

Show.

Instagram: @byqnique

http://www.richardyatessculptor.com
https://www.instagram.com/byqnique/


Rudi Jass
Rudi creates contemporary sculptures characterised by clean flowing 
lines, elegant forms and timeless design. He is particularly well known 
for his kinetic sculptures, where the art’s movement in response to 
nature (especially wind) is a carefully engineered feature.  He uses mainly 
stainless steel, corten steel and copper which are often combined with 
glass and stone in his distinctive style. 

All pieces are handmade in small or limited editions. Rudi’s work is highly sought after by 

architects and landscape designers who particularly appreciate the fact that some of his designs 

can be modified to complement individual surroundings. 

Rudi’s work is best viewed in video format on www.jassdesign.com.au or www.

rudijasskineticwindsculptures.com.au

Glenn Romanis
As a working practitioner with over 150 large 
scale permanent, temporary and ephemeral 
public and community art projects, Glenn‘s career 
has involved various kinds of media (paving, 
stonework, woodwork, metalwork, lighting 
design, illustration, mural painting and mosaic 
work) and context. 

However, he always tries to reveal through his art a deep concern 

for the relationship between story-telling and the environment. His 

visual stories seek to inform people about the natural and cultural 

histories that attribute to the experience of country (place) with 

the aim that they may gain respect, understanding and, hopefully, 

a sense of belonging. 

www.glennromanis.com

http://www.jassdesign.com.au
http://www.rudijasskineticwindsculptures.com.au
http://www.rudijasskineticwindsculptures.com.au
http://www.glennromanis.com


Your gift will be 
appreciated and 
recognised.

• All gifts will be recognised in an  
online ‘Donation Oak Tree’.

• Donations over $2000 will receive  
in-park recognition.

• Full funding for an art element OR  
gifts over $15,000 will receive in-park 
recognition in the vicinity of the art 
work nominated by donor for support.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFT

The Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal (FRRR) is a 

not-for-profit organisation (Item 1 DGR) that harnesses the 

power of collective investment between government, business 

and philanthropy to improve the lives of those living in rural, 

regional and remote Australia. FRRR’s vision is for vibrant, 

sustainable and adaptive communities across rural, regional and 

remote Australia.

FRRR is supporting Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc’s Art In The Park fundraising campaign 

with a partnership for tax effective fundraising through a Not-for-Profit Fundraising 

Account. That means you can make a tax-deductible gift to FRRR nominating that the 

donation supports the Romsey Ecotherapy Park project. 

It is very easy to make a tax deductible gift by one of the following methods:

Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc Fundraising Account OR

Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc Website OR

Facebook (Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc) OR 

Download a donation form
 

Please advise Romsey Ecotherapy Park Inc (romseyecotherapypark@gmail.com) which 

art installation you would like your gift to support. 

To discuss further how you can make the Art in the Park 
a part of your legacy to Romsey and the Macedon Ranges, 
email romseyecotherapypark@gmail.com or phone 
Jenny Stillman on 0411 700 464.

https://www.frrr.org.au/online_donations.php?hosted_donation_cat_id=3914
https://romseyecotherapypark.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/romseyecotherapypark
https://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/files/Romsey_Eco_Park_Donation_Form_July_2020.pdf




Art in 
the Park

A legacy 
that matters

The Romsey Ecotherapy Park is a 
truly special place in nature. 

Your generous gift will be 
a legacy that matters.



www.romseyecotherapypark.com.au


